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it to the House, where it passed, only to be defeated in the Senate.1
Early in the session Marshall was appointed chairman of the committee to report upon the cession by Connecticut to the United States of that priceless domain known as the Western Reserve. He presented the committee report recommending the acceptance of the lands and introduced the bill setting out the terms upon which they could be taken over.2 After much debate, which Marshall led, Gallatin fighting by his side, the bill was passed by a heavy majority.3
Marshall's vote against abrogating the power of the Governor of the Territory of the Mississippi to prorogue the Legislature; 4 his vote for the resolution that the impertinence of a couple of young officers to John Randolph at the theater did not call "for the interposition of this House," on the ground of a breach of its privileges;5 his vote against that part of the Marine Corps Bill which provided that any officer, on the testimony of two
1  Annals,6th Cong., 1st Sess.,House, 522-23,527,626; Senate, 151.
2  Ib., 633-34.
8 Ib.t 662. See ib., Appendix n, 495,496. Thus Marshall was the author of the law under which the great "Western Reserve" was secured to the United States. The bill was strenuously resisted on the ground that Connecticut had no right or title to this extensive and valuable territory.
4 15., 532. On this vote the Aurora said: "When we hear such characters as General Lee calling it innovation and speculation to withhold from the Executive magistrate the dangerous and unrepublican power of proroguing and dissolving a legislature at his pleasure, what must be the course of our reflections? When we see men like General Marshall voting for such a principle in a Government of a portion of the American people is there no cause for alarm?" (Aurora, March 20, 1800.)
15 Annak, 6th Cong., 1st Sess., 504-06.